
INTERSECTING AFRICAN, QUEER AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Call for Proposals for Research Workshop for African Postgraduate & Early-Career
Researchers

Deadline: 13 May 2018

Workshop: 20-21 September 2018 in Accra, Ghana

Conveners: Dr Rose Mary Amenga-Etego (University of Ghana)

Dr Adriaan van Klinken (University of Leeds)

In recent years, issues of LGBT identities and queer politics have become subject of heated

public and political debates in African contexts. This has resulted in the emergence of a field of

critical inquiry that has become known as African queer studies. While this field is transforming

the parameters for thinking about gender and sexualities in Africa, there is still a strong

methodological and theoretical reliance on Western intellectual traditions. This is reflected,

among other things, in a secular bias against religion in the exploration of queer identities and

politics. African religious studies, on the other hand, often continues to reinforce colonial and

heteronormative ideologies of gender and sexuality and, with a few exceptions, has made little

effort to address the intersections of religious and queer formations .

Against this background, this research workshop aims to make the following three interventions:

- Decolonizing the methodological and theoretical apparatus in African and queer studies

by acknowledging Africa as a site of theoretical possibilities to rethink sexuality and

gender;

- Queering the study of African religions by amplifying its relevance to the critique of

mainstream religious studies as a disembodied and heteronormative field of inquiry;

- Religionizing the emerging field of African queer studies by interrogating secular

assumptions that religion is inherently homophobic and by exploring how religious

beliefs and practices are entangled with and enable queer formations.

The research workshop aims at training of, and capacity building among, African Postgraduate

and Early-Career Researchers who have a scholarly interest in African, queer and religious

studies, and who undertake research exploring the intersections of these fields.

By capacity building we mean the development of critical methodologies, theoretical

interventions, and academic networks, with a view to stimulating innovative work on issues of

religion and sexuality in Africa from postcolonial and queer perspectives. We also aim at

publishing a selection of the workshop papers following a process of peer review.



We currently solicit proposals from applicants who wish to participate in the research workshop

that will take place in Legon, Accra (Ghana). Limited funds are available for participants from

outside Accra to cover accommodation and travel expenses.

Proposals should include the following:

 A short biographic statement about your academic background (max. 150 words).

 A statement about your motivation to participate in this workshop (max. 250 words).

 A title and abstract of the research paper you wish to present at the workshop (max. 500

words).

 An indication of whether you require accommodation and covering of travel costs in

order to participate in the workshop, and an estimation of the travel costs.

Timeline

 Submission deadline of proposals: 13 May 2018

 Decisions about proposals: 10 June 2018

 Submission of draft workshop papers (between 5-6,000 words): 19 August 2018

 Workshop: 20-21 September 2018

Conveners

Rose Mary Amenga-Etego (PhD)

Senior Lecturer in Religious Studies

University of Ghana, Ghana

rosem.etego@gmail.com

Adriaan van Klinken (PhD)

Associate Professor of Religion and African Studies

University of Leeds, United Kingdom

a.vanklinken@leeds.ac.uk
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